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share her accomplishments with my 
colleages. 

I will never forget my first meeting 
with Mickie Pailthorp. It was early in 
1992, and I had just announced that I 
was running for the U.S. Senate. Many 
in the established political community 
had written me off. They said I hadn’t 
paid my dues. They said I couldn’t 
raise the money. They even said I was 
too short. 

Many dismissed me sight unseen, but 
Mickie decided to find out for herself. 
Shortly after I announced, Mickie 
called my campaign office. She said she 
was thinking about supporting me be-
cause I was a woman candidate, but she 
absolutely had to meet me first. I 
thought, ‘‘No problem.’’ We met at a 
restaurant for what I thought would be 
a casual dinner. 

Instead, Mickie grilled me for over 
an hour. She wanted to know very spe-
cifically what I was going to do about 
this issue and that issue. She wanted to 
know why I thought I could win, and 
she wanted to know that I would work 
hard. To be honest, by the end of our 
dinner, I really wasn’t sure whether 
she was going to help me. 

But before I knew it, she was one of 
my strongest behind-the-scenes sup-
porters, and her support made a dif-
ference. Mickie quietly opened doors 
for me. She got me into places that I 
couldn’t go on my own. 

When I won the election, she didn’t 
come after me seeking favors or de-
manding credit, but I knew she was 
watching. Every year at Joel and Mick-
ie’s Christmas party, she would come 
up to me and say very quietly either: 
‘‘I was really proud of what you did 
here.’’ Or more sternly, ‘‘Now you’ve 
got to be careful about this.’’ So I 
knew she was watching. 

When I think about Mickie, I remem-
ber her as whirlwind of passion and en-
ergy. She was there fighting the good 
fight for women on the ERA and so 
many other issues before it was pop-
ular and before it seemed possible. One 
of the things that made Mickie so 
unique is that she didn’t seek any cred-
it. She was happy to work behind the 
scenes. Mickie never needed to be the 
‘‘picture’’ for the cause, but she clearly 
painted every line. 

Some leaders climb up to the top and 
when they get there they pull up the 
ladder behind them and leave everyone 
else stuck below. But Mickie’s whole 
purpose was to help other women make 
it to the top, and she did that well. So 
today, while a generation of young 
women might not know Mickie’s name, 
they know the women she helped elect. 
And they know that they can make a 
difference, too. 

Mickie Pailthorp was not a visible 
women’s leader, but she made a lot of 
other women leaders visible. And be-
cause Mickie didn’t trumpet her own 
accomplishments, it’s up to us to make 
sure that others know about this re-
markable woman and carry on her leg-
acy. So I invite Mickie’s friends and 
fans in Washington State to tell their 

children and grandchildren about an 
energetic, passionate woman named 
Mickie Pailthorp, and the opportuni-
ties she gave all of us.∑
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THE POEM AMERICAN PRIDE 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, the 
events of September 11 were very trag-
ic and very traumatic for our Nation, 
especially our children. This poem, 
written by 10-year-old James Dillon 
Hughes of Bourg, LA, demonstrates, 
very simply, what is great about Amer-
ica. In these few lines James captures 
the spirit of his country, stronger now 
than ever before. It is our job to ensure 
that the freedoms we enjoy now will 
still ring true for our children and fu-
ture generations to follow. James 
wrote this on September 13, 2001, only 
two days after the terrible events of 
September 11. Even after those tragic 
events, James was still able to show 
his American Pride. I was so moved 
upon reading this poem that I ask that 
it be printed in the RECORD. 

The poem follows:
American Pride 
I am proud to be an American 
I am proud to be free 
I’m proud to be able to choose anything I 

want to be.

I can be a doctor, a lawyer or a priest 
Because I live in a country 
That allows me to be free. 

Our country was somewhat divided 
Now it has united 
Let’s keep it strong and free. 

Where leaders teach and guide us 
Always stand beside us 
And show us the way to be. 

Our country is rich 
Our army is strong 
Living in America 
Could never be wrong.∑
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2002 IOWA WOMEN’S HALL OF 
FAME 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wanted 
to take a few minutes to recognize four 
outstanding women who the Iowa Com-
mission on the Status of Women have 
selected for this year’s inductees to the 
Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame. 

Each year, the Commission solicits 
nominations of women, living or de-
ceased, who have had a significant im-
pact on society or their communities. 
Four nominees are selected by a five-
member committee and the Commis-
sion and then are honored by the Gov-
ernor and the Lieutenant Governor at 
a special ceremony. I’d like to add my 
voice to this tribute to four accom-
plished Iowa women. 

Bonnie Campbell has been a strong 
leader since she first began her private 
practice in Des Moines. In 1990, she be-
came the first female elected Iowa at-
torney general in our State’s history. 
She used her position to author and 
pass one of the Nation’s first anti-
stalking laws. By 1995, her work was 
recognized nationally and she was ap-
pointed director of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s Violence Against 

Women Office. She played a critical 
role in the implementation of the Vio-
lence Against Women provisions of the 
1994 Crime Act. Now in private prac-
tice, Bonnie continues to serve as a 
role model for women. On a personal 
level, Bonnie is a good friend of mine 
and I congratulate her on this well-de-
served recognition. 

Sue Ellen Follon’s impact on wom-
en’s issues was once described in the 
Des Moines Register this way: ‘‘You 
may never have heard her name, but 
there’s a good chance she has touched 
your life.’’ A Volga native, Follon 
served as the executive director of the 
Iowa Commission on the Status of 
Women from 1976 to 1984. Throughout 
her service, Follon worked to expand 
the Commission’s influence and scope, 
to strengthen rape and sexual abuse 
laws, and help public hearings on do-
mestic abuse, displaced homemakers 
and the feminization of poverty. In 
fact, her efforts helped to make Iowa 
the first State in the Nation to legisla-
tively address gender inequities in 
many facets of life. Follon went on to 
become the first woman to serve as 
Vice President at the University of 
Iowa. Throughout her career, she made 
over 150 presentations from the local to 
the international level on the subjects 
of women’s equality, leadership, higher 
education and mentors for women and 
minorities. Born in 1942, Follon died on 
November 4, 1998, the day after voters 
passed the equal rights amendment to 
the Iowa Constitution. 

Alice Yost Jordan is internationally 
known as one of the most distinguished 
and published American composers. A 
Des Moines resident, Jordan is best 
known for her choral and organ works 
numbering over 200, which have sold 
over 250,000 copies. Her recital song, 
Take Joy Home, commissioned by 
Sherrill Milnes of the Metropolitan 
Opera and pianist Jon Spong, received 
world-wide exposure on concert tours 
and was performed at a White House 
State Dinner in 1983. Her arrangement 
of America the Beautiful, commis-
sioned by the Iowa High School Music 
Association for the All-State Chorus 
and Orchestra, opens the All-State Fes-
tival Concert biennially. She has com-
posed another 40 works that were com-
missioned by churches, universities 
and organizations across the Nation. 
Born in Davenport in 1916, she grad-
uated from Drake University, where 
she studied composition for her under-
graduate and graduate studies with the 
late Dr. Francis J. Pyle and received 
an Honorary Degree, Doctor of Letters 
from Grand View College. 

Shirley Ruedy of Cedar Rapids is a 
nationally recognized journalist, 
speaker and cancer survivor. Twice di-
agnosed with breast cancer, Ruedy 
launched a biweekly ‘‘Cancer Update’’ 
column that the Cedar Rapids Gazette 
began publishing in 1991. The column 
focused on her own experiences as well 
as providing the latest expert informa-
tion on cancer treatment and preven-
tion to her readers. ‘‘Cancer Update’’ is 
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